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%l\l  HENRY  TORRENS. 

K.C.B.K.T.S 

ADJUTANT    GENERAL,    ETC.  ETC. 

Considering  the  variety  of  active  service  on  which  the 
subject  of  this  memoir  was  employed,  and  the  comparatively 
short  period  of  his  useful  life,  we  may  well  apply  to  him  the 
apophthegm  of  the  ancient  sage: — "Honourable  age  is  not  that 
which  standeth  in  length  of  time,  nor  that  which  is  measured 
by  number  of  years.  But  wisdom  is  the  grey  hair  unto  men, 
and  an  unspotted  life  is  old  age." 

Henry  Torrens  was  the  third  son  of  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Torrens,  a  beneficed  clergyman  of  the  established  church  of 
Ireland.  He  was  born  at  Londonderry,  in  the  year  1779, 
but  having  the  misfortune  to  lose  both  his  parents  at  a  very 
early  age,  the  care  of  him  and  of  his  three  brothers  devolved 
upon  Dr.  Thomas  Torrens,  a  dignitary  of  the  church,  whose 
reputation  stood  very  high  for  classical  and  mathema- 
tical knowledge,  when  fellow  and  tutor  of  Trinity  College. 
Robert,  the  eldest  of  these  orphans,  was  brought  up  to  the 
law,  and  is  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Irish  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas.  The  second  son,  John,  proceeded  to  the  degree 
of  doctor  in  divinity,  and  is  at  present  archdeacon  of  Dublin. 
The  youngest  is  an  officer  in  the  army. 

Henry  was  educated  at  the  Military  Academy  in  Dublin, 
where,  from  the  hilarity  of  his  temper  and  the  suavity  of  his 
disposition,  he  obtained  from  his  associates  the  characteristic 
appellation  of  "  Happy  Harry." 

At  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  November  15,  1793,  he  com- 
menced his  military  career  as  an  Ensign  in  the  fifty-second 
regiment  of  foot;  and,  in  the  month  of  June,  1794,  was 
further  promoted,  by  being  made  a  Lieutenant  in  the  ninety- 
second  regiment,  from  whence,  in  December  1795,  he  was 
removed  with  the  same  rank  to  the  sixty-third,  then  under 
orders  for  the  West  Indies.     Here  our  gallant  youth  fleshed 

1 


NATIONAL  PORTRAITS. 

his  maiden  sword  under  the  eye  of  that  distinguished  veteran 
and  vigilant  commander.  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  who  was 
not  long  in  appreciating  his  merit.  In  the  reduction  of  the 
French  colonies.  Lieutenant  Torrens  displayed  the  greatest 
activity  and  personal  courage;  particularly  at  the  attack  of 
Morne  Fortune,  in  the  island  of  St.  Lucie,  May  1,  1796.  On 
this  occasion  he  was  very  severely  wounded  in  the  right  thigh, 
notwithstanding  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the  following 
month,  he  rejoined  his  corps  at  St.  Vincent.  Here  also  he 
had  an  immediate  call  for  his  services,  and  after  taking  a 
prominent  part  in  storming  three  French  redoubts,  he  was 
employed  for  the  space  of  seven  months  at  an  outpost  in  the 
woods  against  the  Charibs.  On  the  reduction  of  those  people, 
our  enterprising  young  officer  was  rewarded  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, with  a  company  in  one  of  the  newly-raised 
West  India  regiments. 

Of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  comrades 
of  all  ranks,  a  touching  proof  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  of  the  corps  that  had 
been  under  his  orders.  On  his  removal  from  them,  they 
mounted  him  upon  their  shoulders,  and  carried  him  in  affec- 
tionate triumph  along  the  whole  line.  In  1798,  he  returned 
to  England,  where  he  had  scarcely  landed,  before  he  was 
appointed  Aid-de-camp  to  Lieutenant  General  Whitelock, 
then  acting  as  second  in  command  under  Earl  Moira,  at 
Portsmouth.  His  stay  at  that  place,  however,  was  but  short, 
for  in  November  of  the  same  year,  he  went  to  Portugal  as  Aid- 
de-camp  to  General  Cuyler,  who  commanded  a  body  of 
auxiliary  troops,  sent  thither  by  the  British  government,  to 
repel  the  threatened  invasion  of  that  country  by  the  Spaniards. 
While  at  Lisbon,  Captain  Torrens  was  removed  in  the  month 
of  August,  1799,  from  the  West  India  corps  to  the  twentieth 
regiment  of  foot,  then  forming  part  of  the  force  destined  for 
the  liberation  of  the  United  Provinces  from  the  yoke  of 
France.  As  soon  as  he  was  made  acquainted  with  this 
appointment,  he  relinquished  all  the  advantages  accruing 
JTrom   his   staff   situation  in  Portugal,    to    seek    honour    and 
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danj^er  in  the  embattled  field.  Throughout  the  short,  but 
arduous  and  sanguinary  campaign  in  Holland,  the  twentieth 
distinguished  itself  on  every  occasion.  At  the  outset,  when 
the  combined  French  and  Dutch  forces  made  a  desperate 
attack  upon  such  of  the  British  troops  as  had  already  landed, 
the  corps  which  Captain  Torrens  commanded,  repulsed  the 
assailants,  and  with  the  bayonet  put  them  completely  to  the 
rout.  The  regiment  on  this  occasion  was  nobly  led  on  by 
Colonel  Smyth,  though  at  the  time  his  wounded  leg  streamed 
with  blood.  On  the  13th  of  September,  the  Duke  of  York 
arrived  with  reinforcements  from  England,  and  within  a  day 
or  two  the  Russian  auxiliaries  landed  at  the  Helder,  thug, 
making  a  joint  force  of  thirty-six  thousand  men.  This 
accession  of  strength  enabled  the  allies  to  commence  offensive 
operations,  though  still  under  many  disadvantages,  for  the 
country  was  intersected,  and  in  several  places  inundated  ;  the 
wet  and  stormy  season  was  setting  in ;  and  what  rendered  the 
enterprise  yet  more  critical,  the  defeat  of  the  Austrians  on  the 
Rhine  gave  the  French  confidence,  in  the  aid  of  a  consider- 
able disposable  force.  The  illustrious  Commander-in-chief 
having  resolved  upon  immediate  operations,  by  combined 
movements  on  four  points,  ordered  a  general  attack  of  the 
enemy's  whole  line.  This  accordingly  took  place  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  and  with  the  fairest  prospect  of  success. 
Unfortunately,  however,  in  the  midst  of  victory  a  sudden 
failure  on  one  point,  disconcerted  all  the  operations,  and  com- 
pelled the  several  divisions  to  resume  their  former  position. 
This  mischance  arose  from  the  want  of  order  in  the  Russians, 
who,  after  behaving  with  commendable  valour,  no  sooner 
gained  possession  of  the  town  of  Bergen,  which  was  the 
object  of  attack,  than  they  fell  to  plundering  the  houses. 
The  French  commander,  Brune,  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage 
of  this  imprudence.  He  speedily  collected  all  the  force  from 
the  vicinarge,  entered  the  town,  and  drove  out  the  Russians, 
who  lost  their  two  commanders,  and  a  great  number  of  men. 
On  the  second  of  October,  however,  the  troops,  in  four  columns, 
as  before,  advanced  again  to  the  attack,  which  began  at  half-past 
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six  in  the  morning,  and  raged  with  unabated  fury  through  the 
whole  day.  Just  as  night  set  in,  the  enemy  made  a  desperate 
effort  to  recover  the  ground  they  had  lost,  but  without  success, 
and  many  of  them,  to  avoid  the  British  sabres,  plunged  into  the 
sea.  The  rout  now  became  general,  and  the  victors  on  the 
following  day  entered  the  town  of  Alcmaar  in  triumph.  In 
this  battle  Captain  Torrens,  though  prominently  engaged 
from  the  very  first  where  death  was  busiest,  escaped  without 
any  contusion ;  but  he  was  not  so  fortunate  in  the  last  conflict, 
which  decided  the  fate  of  the  campaign.  The  Duke  of  York, 
encouraged  by  the  victory  he  had  gained,  resolved  to  follow 
it  up  by  pushing  forwards,  in  the  hope  of  reaching  the  capital, 
where  he  was  assured  of  experiencing  a  grateful  welcome. 
With  this  view,  on  the  6th,  the  troops  advanced,  and  took 
possession  of  several  villages;  but  the  Russians,  in  their 
attempt  upon  Baccum,  met  with  so  vigorous  a  repulse, 
that  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  was  obliged  to  march  his  column 
to  their  support.  The  enemy  then,  vnih  equal  celerity, 
brought  up  fresh  forces ;  and  thus  the  action,  contrary  to  what 
had  been  intended,  became  general.  At  about  two  in  the 
afternoon,  the  right  and  centre  of  the  English  and  Russian 
army  began  to  give  way,  and  to  retire  upon  the  two  villages 
of  Egmont,  where  so  determined  a  stand  w^^iQiatle,  that  the 
enemy  was  kept  comple»tely  in  check  for  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  The  shades  of  night  now  deepened,  attended  with 
heavy  torrents  of  rain ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  combat 
continued  with  varying  success,  and  unavailing  obstinacy: 
the  gloomy  horizon  being  illumined  by  a  train  of  running  fire 
along  the  hills;  and  the  awfulness  of  the  elemental  strife, 
was  heightened  by  the  roar  of  the  artillery  and  the  explosion 
of  shells.  At  ten  o'clock  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  Anglo- 
Russian  army  remained  in  possession  of  their  barren  con- 
quest. It  was  towards  the  close  of  this  conflict,  that  Captain 
Ton-ens,  while  leading  on  his  men,  received  a  desperate  wound 
by  a  musket-ball,  which  passing  through  the  right  thigh, 
entered  the  left,  where  it  lodged  so  deeply  as  to  baffle  all 
surgical  effort  to  trace  or  extract  it. 
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Thus  terminated  an  expedition,  which,  though  it  failed  in 
regard  to  the  immediate  object,  added  to  the  glory  of  British 
valour,  and  weakened  the  enemy  by  the  surrender  of  the  Dutch 
navy.  A  remarkable  circumstance,  which  occurred  to  Captain 
Torrens  during  this  campaign,  deserves  to  be  mentioned  here 
as  a  pleasing  instance  of  scrupulous  integrity.  While  in  the 
act  of  writing  at  a  village  alehouse,  the  alarm  of  attack  was 
sounded.  In  a  moment  he  darted  forth,  mounted  his  horse, 
and  hastened  to  the  post  of  danger ;  nor  ever  once  thought  of 
his  pocket-book,  which  contained  several  bank-notes  of  value. 
Being  called  on  another  route,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  revi- 
siting the  house  where  he  had  left  his  property,  till  long  after 
the  restoration  of  peace,  and  then  he  called  there  for  refresh- 
ment, without  any  recollection  of  the  place,  or  of  his  loss.  The 
landlord,  however,  had  a  more  tenacious  memory;  upon  which 
the  features  of  the  gallant  Englishman  had  made  too  deep  an 
Impression  to  be  obliterated.  To  him  the  Dutch  host  ap- 
proached with  a  respectful  salutation,  and  presenting  the  book, 
desired  the  owner  to  examine  whether  any  of  the  contents  was 
missing.  It  may  well  be  supposed,  that  so  rare  an  instance  of 
honesty  did  not  go  without  its  due  commendation  and  reward. 

On  the  return  of  the  army  from  the  Helder  in  November, 
Captain  Torrens  was  promoted  to  a  Majority  in  the  fencible  regi- 
ment of  Surrey  Rangers,  which  corps  he  commanded  for  one  year 
in  Nova  Scotia.  In  1801,  he  came  back  to  England,  and  ex- 
changed into  the  86th  regiment  of  foot,  then  serving  in  Egypt^ 
to  which  country  it  had  come,  with  Sir  David  Baird,  from 
India.  Major  Torrens  lost  no  time  in  embarking  for  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  Alexandria,  he  found  that  the 
object  of  the  expedition  had  completely  succeeded,  with  the 
melancholy  loss  of  his  endeared  commander  and  steady 
friend.  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  who  died  in  the  arms  of 
Victory.  As  the  expulsion  of  the  French  rendered  the  presence 
of  a  large  force  no  longer  necessary  in  Egypt,  the  auxiliary 
troops  from  India  returned  across  the  desert,  and  embarking  at 
Coseir,  proceeded  to  Bombay.  Here  a  new  field  of  military 
warfare  opened  to  the  enterprising  genius  of  Major  Torrens,  as 
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it  also  did  at  the  same  point  of  time  to  Arthur  Wellesley,  now 
Duke  of  Wellington.  Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  army 
from  Egypt,  hostilities  Ijroke  out  between  the  English  and  the 
Mahrattas.  In  this  contest  Major  Torrens  displayed  his 
talents  and  courage  with  such  effect,  as  elicited  the  admiration 
of  all  with  whom  he  acted,  or  under  whom  he  served.  His 
exertions  indeed  may  be  said  to  have  almost  gone  beyond  his 
strength  ;  till  at  last,  the  effects  of  a  coup  de  soleil  forced  him, 
reluctantly,  to  ask  leave  to  return  home  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health.  The  request  was  granted  ;  but  on  the  voyage  the  ship 
touched  at  St.  Helena,  where  the  invalid  found  so  much  benefit, 
that  he  gave  up  his  original  design,  and  determined  to  revisit 
India.  While  in  this  island  he  formed  an  attachment  to  a  most 
amiable  lady,  the  daughter  of  Governor  Patton.  They  were 
married,  and  a  happier  union  never  was  formed. 

Major  Torrens,  on  his  return  to  India,  served  under  Lord 
Lake,  till  the  reduction  of  Scindiah,  the  most  formidable  of 
the  Mahratta  chiefs.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1805,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  the  same 
year  embarked  for  Europe.  After  his  landing  in  England, 
he  was  employed,  during  the  space  of  fifteen  months,  as 
assistant-adjutant-general  for  the  district  of  Kent.  He  was 
then  appointed  major  of  the  89th  foot;  and,  in  1807,  joined 
the  expedition  against  the  Spanish  colonies  on  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  as  military  secretary  to  General  Whitelock. 
At  the  disastrous  attack  upon  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  5th  of 
July,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens  had  a  narrow  escape  from  a 
ball,  which  shattered  to  pieces  the  writing  apparatus  that  hung 
at  his  side.  After  his  return  to  England,  he  was  called  as  a 
witness  upon  the  trial  of  General  Whitelock,  but  his  evidence 
went  no  further  than  to  the  particular  orders  which  he  had 
received,  and  the  conversations  that  passed  between  him 
and  the  conmiander-in- chief.  During  this  judicial  proceeding, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens  was  appointed  assistant-military- 
secretary  to  the  Duke  of  York.  He  had  not,  however,  been 
long  in  that  situation,  when  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  who  set  the 
highest  value  upon   his   pre-eminent  talents,   requested   the 
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permission  of  his  Royal  Highness  for  his  friend  to  accom- 
pany him  as  military-secretary  in  the  expedition  to  Portugal. 
This  was  granted;  and  in  that  capacity  the  Colonel  was 
present  at  the  battles  of  Rolera  and  Vimiera;  the  one  fought 
on  the  17th,  and  the  other  on  the  21st  of  August,  1808.  So 
confident  was  Junot,  Duke  of  Abrantes,  who  commanded  the 
French  army,  that  before  the  action,  he  thus  harangued  his 
troops : — "  Comrades,  there  are  the  English,  and  behind  them 
is  the  sea — ^be  cool  and  steady.  You  have  only  to  drive  them 
into  it."  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  equally  laconic,  but  less 
presumptuous  : — "  My  brave  countrymen  !  drive  the  French 
out  of  the  passes  on  the  road  to  Lisbon."  They  did  so  ;  and 
the  next  day  Junot  offered  to  capitulate  upon  conditions.  This 
produced  the  extraordinary  convention  of  Cintra,  and  the 
evacuation  of  Portugal.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens,  for  his 
share  in  these  two  great  victories,  received  a  medal,  struck 
purposely  for  their  commemoration,  and  to  distinguish  those 
officers  who  had  been  most  conspicuous  by  their  services.  He 
was  further  honoured  by  the  Portuguese  regency  with  the  chi- 
valric  order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword :  the  privilege  of  bearing 
which  was  confirmed  by  his  own  sovereign.  His  stay  in  Portugal 
after  this  was  but  short ;  for  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  being  super- 
seded in  the  command.  Colonel  Torrens  returned  with  him  to 
England  at  the  end  of  the  same  year.  He  now  resumed  his 
situation  in  the  office  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  ultimately 
became  principal  secretary.  The  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charged the  important  duties  of  these  appointments  is  too  well 
known  to  need  any  encomium.  In  diligence  he  has  seldom  been 
equalled,  and  in  urbanity  he  was  never  surpassed.  The  period 
in  which  he  was  employed  was  one  of  the  most  critical  in  the 
history  of  modern  Europe ;  yet  amidst  incessant  labour,  and 
under  many  trials  of  patience.  Sir  Henry  steered  an  even 
course ;  and  when  the  spirit  of  party  arose  to  the  utmost 
height,  not  a  single  voice  was  ever  heard  to  whisper  an  in- 
sinuation to  his  disparagement. 

'  In  1811,  he  obtained  a  company  in  the  third  regiment  of 
Guards  ;  in  1812,  he  was  appointed  Aid-de-camp  to  the  Prince 
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Regent,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel ;  and  in  1814,  he  was  made 
Major-General  by  brevet. 

On  the  new  an-angement  and  extension  of  the  military 
order  of  the  Bath,  at  the  beginning  of  1815,  Sir  Henry  Ton-ens 
was  enrolled  in  the  honourable  list  of  Grand  Commanders. 
In  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
Royal  African  corps,  from  which,  in  September  1818,  he  was 
removed  to  the  second  West  India  regiment ;  and  in  August 
1822,  he  was  transferred  to  the  second  (or  the  Queen's  Royal) 
regiment  of  Foot. 

In  March,  1820,  Sir  Henry  Torrens  was  appointed  to 
the  situation  of  Adjutant-General,  and  his  health,  which 
had  suffered  very  much  from  excessive  exertion,  and  too 
close  confinement  while  military-secretary,  was  speedily 
restored.  The  last  important  work  which  he  undertook,  was 
the  revision  of  the  army  regulations.  The  experience  of  the 
campaign,  and  particularly  of  the  new  and  more  rapid  mode  of 
warfare  adopted  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  rendered  it  expe- 
dient to  revise  the  old  regulations,  which  were  founded  upon 
the  slow  German  system,  and  to  embody  into  them,  with  great 
labour  and  zeal,  the  quick  movements  of  the  present  practice. 
This  work  met  with  the  warm  approbation  of  the  Conunander- 
in-chief,  and  it  has  been  generally  admired  for  the  clear  and 
masterly  method  of  the  arrangements. 

The  death  of  this  truly  excellent  man  was  awfully  sudden. 
On  Friday  the  22d  of  August,  1828,  Sir  Henry  was  riding  with 
his  lady  and  two  daughters,  from  his  seat  in  Hertfordshire,  on  a 
visit  to  Mr.  Blake,  at  Danesbury.  Sir  Henry  was  on  horseback, 
when  Mr.  Knight,  who  rode  by  his  side,  perceiving  an  alteration 
in  his  countenance,  dismounted,  to  prevent  his  falling.  Medical 
assistance  was  instantly  procui-ed,  but  paralysis  and  apoplexy 
had  seized  him,  and  in  less  than  three  hours  he  expired,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Blake,  having  never  spoken  a  word  from  his  first 
attack.  On  the  foUomng  Thursday  his  remains  were  consigned 
very  privately  to  the  grave,  in  the  parish  church  of  Welwyn. 
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